Great progress in the field of early childhood education policy in China has been made in 2010. In the light of the National Plan for Medium and the Long-term Program for Education Reform and Development, the Chinese government has made a series of efforts aimed at promoting the development of early childhood education. The new policies include an increase in the 3-year early childhood program enrollment; the clarification of the governments' main responsibilities for the provision of early childhood education; an increase of funding for early childhood education, (especially for disadvantaged children); the strengthening of teacher capacity; and the strengthening of program quality and management amongst other changes. Each province has developed a 3-year Action Plan to implement the policy. The challenges for the implementation of the new policy are also discussed.
in China have not been able to find satisfactory programs for their young children, or are even unable to find available places for their children.
According to the China Education Law, education, including early childhood education, has been identified as the responsibility of government.
However, in recent years, many government authorities have apparently not taken these responsibilities seriously. In particularly, for a considerable time, the investment for early childhood was very low. For example, in the past 10 years, investment in early childhood education in China only took up 1.24-1.44% of the total annual educational investment in China (Liu, 2010b) . In addition, a tremendous gap has been existed for early childhood education service provision between urban and rural areas. The enrollment rate in urban areas has been as high as 99%, while the enrollment in rural areas as low as 10% or lower (Zhou, 2009 ). Due to this low investment, early childhood teachers, particularly in rural areas have been paid poorly. Teacher qualifications, teacher-child ratio and facilities in rural areas were much worse than those of urban areas (Zhou, 2008) . Therefore, the scores of children' cognitive development in the west part of China have been lower than those of the children in the east part of the country.
In March 2008, the Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference (CPPCC) proposed an important national strategy (Xu, Zhang, Wu, & Zhao, 2010) : Taking the development of education as a priority and building a country with strong human resources. In order to promote scientific development of education in the country, to enhance the character of the Chinese people's and celebrate the progress in the modernization of the country, it was decided to develop a national plan for medium and long-term education reform and development (2010) (2011) (2012) (2013) (2014) (2015) (2016) (2017) (2018) (2019) (2020) , hereinafter referred to as the Plan.
Immediately after the conclusion of the National formed, involving nearly 2,000 people and more than 500 scholars and experts. The central government has made it clear that education is a major issue of public concern in China and all plans should be widely discussed with the public in an effort to seek consensus. The draft of the Plan was made public for comments twice during the process of development. In the first round of public participation, over 14,000 letters were received and more than 2.1 million proposals were raised. In the second round of the public discussion, 27,855 comments were received (Xu, Zhang, Wu, & Zhao, 2010) . In particularly, in the sector of early childhood education, early childhood teachers, researchers, teacher trainers, university professors, 
The New Policies for Early Childhood

Education in China
The year of 2010 is thought to be the most 
Early childhood education goals specified in the Plan
The Plan proposes the goal of better access to Table 1 indicates, up to the year 2020, all children in China will have full access to one year of early childhood education; most children in China should have full access to two years of early childhood education, and three years of early childhood education should be accessible for the children in developed areas.
Attention should be also paid to the education of children from birth to three. In 2011, the central government will increase levels of investment for this project.
As specified the Plan, the central government will start early childhood education experimentation in sites chosen from 15 provinces. The purpose of this experimentation was to explore ways to build a better system for running public ECE programs, to find appropriate mechanisms for ECE investment, management, human resources and to find solutions to problems in these areas. Another aim was also to increase the power for innovation in the reform and to find resolutions in the realization of governmental responsibility; to build an early childhood public education service system; and finally to promote scientific development of early childhood education on a nationwide basis (Zheng, 2010). 
Provincial Policy Strategies for the New ECE Policy
Setting up specific long-term and short-term goals
The enrollment ratio and the increase of early childhood programs are specified in the action plan. Table 2 indicates that the most of the provincial goal here for 3-year enrollment by 2015 is higher than the national goal specified in the Plan. By 2015, Guangdong province will provide compulsory ECE education for all children. Shanxi province will start one year of free education for children aged 5-6 from September 2011. Nanjing will start free education plan for all children aged 3-6 in the city, including for the children of migrant workers. All 170,000 children will receive 2000 RMB for each of the 3 years of the ECE program.
budget, with the goal of increasing it over the next 3 years.
(3) The government, at all levels, is required by the State to provide special funding for the education for disadvantaged children, including children from low income families, orphans and children with special needs, etc.
(4) Developed areas may consider free education for children or children from low-income families.
Increasing investment for early childhood education
In the 3-year Action Plan, all provinces proposed several strategies for meeting this requirement:
(1) Increasing the levels of investment for early childhood education in a variety of ways.
(2) Including early childhood education funding into the educational budget and ensuring that early childhood funding is secured at an appropriate proportion in the whole education
Teacher capacity building
In the 3-year Action Plan, the strategies for building teacher capacity may take a number of forms, such as
(1) Establishing a regular ECE program director and teacher in-service training system. For example, Sichuan province will provide teacher in-service training for all the teachers in the ECE program in the province in 3 years; Shanxi province will complete the in-service training Table 3 Investment planned in some of the 3-year of Action Plan
The government will provide 500 thousand RMB for the town or street communities which currently lack a public ECE program.
Hainan By 2013
The government has specified that local financial budget for early childhood education should reach 2% in 2013. 
Challenges for the Implementation of the New Policy
Although great progress has been made in the policy development in early childhood education in China, the actual progress in the development of early childhood education will not be realized unless the policy is implemented successfully. China is a country (Liu, 2010) . How then can the government take proper responsibility and how can it be monitored under the new policy?
In the framework of the 3-year Action Plan, the enrollment rates for the 3-years of the ECE program in all the provinces will be increased in a few years; this means that a great many new ECE programs will start running and this will require the obvious provision of a large number of qualified teachers in a short period of time. This is really the greatest challenge for all provinces. Current capacity for pre-service teacher training is too small to meet such requirements in all provinces.
The third challenge that may closely relate to the fast development of early childhood education in the coming years is the questionsas to how we ensure that the pursuit of increasing the quantity of early This is a new policy in China and how to implement such a policy is itself a challenge for everybody involved.
In conclusion, great progress in early childhood education policy in China will bring enormous benefits for millions of children and parents. It will also bring hope, and opportunities as well as great challenges for early childhood education professionals. China still has a long way to go in meeting the educational needs of our young children.
